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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

February is here and Winter is quickly moving 

along! For me, February has always been a 

good time to look ahead.  Perhaps, this helps 

me to cope with the Winter doldrums. I like to 

begin to look forward to the warm sun, bloom-

ing flowers, and green leaves on trees. The school 

year is rapidly progressing and our children are 

learning so much!  It is amazing when one consid-

ers just how much a child develops from the time 

that they enter Mary F. Janvier Elementary as a 

Kindergarten student to where they are during the 

late Winter of their 2nd grade year.  Academic, 

physical and social growth occur in leaps as chil-

dren learn to read, write, apply math concepts, 

gain an understanding of their physical world, and 

acquire information regarding the maintenance of 

proper health.  Additionally, the children further 

develop their social skills and forge relationships 

that may continue for many years.  With this not-

ed, it is important for parents to remember the im-

portance of their relationship with their own chil-

dren.  While our children certainly enjoy physical 

gifts and rewards, it is the time that we as parents 

spend with them that will create cherished, lasting 

memories. Spending time playing a game, eating 

together, reading a story, or completing a house-

hold project, are examples of time that parents can 

share with their child and it is this time investment 

that will strengthen the parent’s relationship with 

their child.  The years will rapidly pass and the 

challenges of adolescence will enter the home.  

When these challenges are presented, it will be the 

relationship that is forged now that will help both 

children and parents to overcome obstacles. In 

terms of relationship – building in school, our 

children are experiencing morning meeting activi-

ties daily that promote growth of communication 

skills, recognition of their feelings, and an under-

standing of how their feelings can impact 

their decision – making. Our morning meet-

ings are engaging, educational, and often fun 

with the children responding positively. As 

an added bonus, many of you have commu-

nicated to the school how the morning meet-

ing concept has positively entered your 

home. In this edition of the Janvier Journal 

you will read of other learning activities that 

are occurring in each grade level as well as 

in our Related Arts classes. Additionally, 

you will also find information from our 

School Nurse.  Of course, for your child to 

reap all of the benefits that our school has to 

offer, it is important that they have great at-

tendance.  As it is the season of coughs and 

sneezes, our School Nurse has included 

some fundamental tips on how to further 

promote your child’s good health so that 

they can attend school regularly. Mary F. 

Janvier Elementary School continues to be a 

vibrant place filled with the excitement of 

learning. I hope that you find this edition of 

the Janvier Journal to be informative and, as 

always, your support of our school is appre-

ciated. 
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The library at Janvier has been buzzing 
with good choices and great books!  We 
have been having a fantastic time in li-
brary so far this year.  Recently, our 2nd 
Graders have been working on folk tales 
and the lessons, morals and cultures they 
explore.  The 1st Graders have thoroughly 
enjoyed learning about and reading 
Caldecott winning books during class.  
While our Kindergarteners have been 
delighted with selections of kindness and 
respect.  Our Janvier Jackrabbits are 
quickly approaching Read Across Ameri-
ca and celebrating Dr. Seuss Day.  There 
will be an emphasis on his works in the 
coming weeks and fun activities for the 

Notes From the Library 

students to participate in. As a remind-
er, make your reading even more fun 
by completing the Six Flags Reading 
contest that was sent home in Novem-
ber.  Each child who reads 6 hours and 
enters the information online will re-
ceive a ticket good for free admission 
to Six Flags in Jackson NJ.  The library 
subscribes to free e-books that can be 
accessed on any computer at 
www.tumblebooks.com. Type in 
username: Janvier and the password: 
books.  

 

We continue to see cases of the flu and 
strep fairly regularly.  We remind the 
children often about hand washing and 
sneezing into their elbow, but we have to 
remember that they are little and forget 
things.  With that being said, if you 
could put the school into your contact 
list on your cell phone, that would be 
extremely helpful.  I think parents often 
won’t answer their phone because they 
think it’s a telemarketing person.  856-
629-9500 is the number for the school.  
Additionally, I do data tracking of conta-
gious diseases including the flu and 
strep.  If your child is diagnosed with a 
contagious disease, please let me know 

so that I have as accurate data as 
possible. My extension is 1103 
and if I don’t answer, please 
leave a voicemail.  I haven’t seen 
any cases of lice in the last few 
weeks, but remember to regularly 
check your child’s head in the 
bathtub nightly,  In March, I plan  
to visit the cafeteria to discuss the 
importance of protein.  My hope 
is that when you sit down to din-
ner, your child will be able to tell 
you which food on the table is a 
protein and the importance of a 
protein at every meal.  

Notes From the Nurse’s Office 

What’s Happening in Music Class 

Spring is always an exciting time in 
Music class because our 2nd Grad-
ers are preparing for their Spring 
concert!  The students in the follow-
ing homerooms will perform on 
Wednesday, April 1st:  Uhle, 
Garofolo, Serrano/Slavinski, and 
Nocentino.  The students in the fol-
lowing homerooms will perform on 
Thursday, April 2nd:  Lloyd/Burrell, 
Masotti, Taberne, and Bittner.  Both 
concerts will begin at 7:00 pm.  
More information will be coming 

home in the upcoming weeks.  

http://www.tumblebooks.com
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This past month, all students have 
been experimenting mixing the 
primary colors to create the sec-
ondary colors.  Kindergarten just 
finished a “Mouse Paint” inspired 
color wheel that went home with 
them last week.  1st Graders are 
currently collaging colorful birdies 
on a textured branch.  2nd Grade is 
working hard to finish their amaz-
ing color wheel characters inspired 
by the Happy Heart Art of design-
er, Chris Uphues.  All students will 
continue to use their knowledge of 
color as we create more master-
pieces! 

What’s Happening in Art Class 

Computer Literacy 

Our students are continuing to 
do a tremendous job in the com-
puter lab!  Our focus continues to 
be on integrating literacy and 
Science into our learning using 
online research tools and various 
Google Apps.  In 1st and 2nd 
Grade, we are learning about life 
cycles.  Students created various 
Google Docs and a Google Slides 
presentation.  Our 2nd Graders 

are even creating models of vari-
ous stages of a frog’s life cycle us-
ing Lego Robotics. This activity 
involves the students computer 
programming to move the frog in 
various ways.   Our Kindergarten-
ers have been typing two sentenc-
es in Microsoft Word using high 
frequency words from their ELA 
curriculum.   Keep up the great 
work boys and girls! 

In Physical Education we just fin-
ished up our throwing and catching 
unit. The last skill students learned 
was throwing and catching a foot-
ball. Next, our students will be 
working on manipulative skills 
such as dribbling and volleying. 
Students will engage in fun move-
ment activities to reinforce these 
skills that also help to improve fit-
ness.  
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In Kindergarten, we are starting to 
write personal narrative stories! 
We studied one of our favorite 
books, Knuffle Bunny, to discover 
what a personal narrative story is. 
Then we brainstormed ideas for 
our own stories. Personal narra-
tives are stories about our lives, so 
we started by choosing one of our 
favorite places to write about. We 
are writing about fun places like 
Disney World, the Poconos, and 
even Wawa! 

1st Grade Authors and Illustrators 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

1st Graders have been developing 
into creative authors and illustra-
tors. They started out by writing 
informational texts. Students 
chose a topic that they know a lot 
about or know how to do well. 
They then created a text  to inform 
others. Currently, our students are 
working on a piece about a fiction-
al character of their choice. The 
students are having lots of fun de-
veloping their character’s person-
alities. These two different genres 
tie into our reading mini-lesson 
topic of determining the author’s 
purpose. Students are learning that 

authors write for three different 
reasons: PIE - to persuade, inform 
or entertain. We are looking for-
ward to seeing the finished prod-
ucts. Here is a sneak peek of their 
work! 

In 2nd Grade, students are learn-
ing about inventors and the im-
pact made by their inventions. 
We are also learning how differ-
ent inventions have helped people 
solve problems. It's very exciting 
to see the children make that con-
nection between concepts/objects 
they are familiar with and the 
people who invented them years 
ago! Students are showing a lot 
of growth in Phonics. It's not 
about memorizing a list of words 
to spell correctly, rather learning 

the pattern and applying the pat-
tern to words in dictation. In Writ-
ing, we have switched over to   
informational writing-specifically 
teaching our readers about a spe-
cific place! Encourage your child 
to discuss places you have visited. 
We are creating books about habi-
tats and places we know much 
about!  

.   


